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On Dec. 16 in Brasilia, local and foreign journalists interviewed Brazil's two most important
leftist candidates in the November 15, 1989 presidential elections. Leonel Brizola is a leader of
the Democratic Workers Party (PDT), and former governor of the states of Rio de Janeiro and Rio
Grande do Sul. Luis Inacio "Lula" da Silva, founder of the Workers Party (PT), is currently serving
in the Chamber of Deputies. Both the PDT and the PT fared well in recent municipal elections. The
PT captured the mayoralties of Sao Paulo and two other state capitals. The PDT won mayoralties in
Rio de Janeiro, and the capital cities of Parana, Rio Grande do Norte, and Maranhao. Both parties
captured hundreds of municipal posts throughout the country. Brizola, who has not yet declared
his candidacy, but admits that he is preparing for the same, claimed that he is not a "populist"
politician, but rather a popular one. Brizola, who described himself as a social democrat, said that
if elected he would seek to establish new structures to distance Brazil from the path of a "jungle
capitalism." Instead, the Brazilian system would become a more humane one governed by specific
rules understood by all citizens. Lula said that his party's objective is to see socialism in Brazil. This
socialism, he added, would be democratic, not totalitarian. The PT founder said that his party favors
nationalization of the financial system, medicine, education, and transportation. According to Lula,
implementation of democratic socialism would require more time than the next president's fiveyear term, but "we have to take the first step." Brizola asserted that in Brazil, politics cannot be
understood as a confrontation between right and left, or between capitalism and socialism. Instead,
he said, there is simply a questioning of the traditional ruling class, of a political model that has
been exhausted. Lula, whose party supported a movement to see presidential elections take place
long before November 1989, said that the "new republic" installed in 1985 is bankrupt. On Brazil's
$121 billion foreign debt, Lula said he supported the idea of suspending all payments and forming a
Latin American debtors cartel to confront creditors. "It is not a matter of paying or not paying. Brazil
simply cannot pay and grow at the same time," he said. According to Lula, a future PT government
would not negotiate the debt problem with the banks, but rather with governments. Banks, he said,
"have the sensitivity of an elephant." Brizola said that a PDT government would continue making
payments on principal. He added, "We debtors do not want favors or charity, but only justice."
In Brizola's view, the interest on the debt has been paid long ago. "What needs to be done now,"
he said, "is to make payments on principal over a 30-year period. More than that is international
usury." Brizola, considered as public enemy number one by Brazil's former military rulers, who is
still described by the elite as a radical and unpredictable populist. He told reporters that the next
Brazilian president will be a popular candidate supported by lucid and modern businesspersons.
(Basic data from AFP, 12/16/88)
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